Canada's Great Visionaries

(1867-2009)

New Federation House is proposing a ten-episode documentary series to celebrate the outstanding personages (men and women) whose personalities propelled Canada to new heights.

Throughout her history, Canada could always rely on her political visionaries to set exemplary goals for the nation. Their insights made modern Canada unique, despite the country’s vastness, cultural diversity, and proximity to the United States. Far-sightedness, wisdom, temerity, entrepreneurship, and a passion for the country were some of the attributes that characterize these political pioneers. Although never prime ministers, these exceptional individuals were guided by one obsession: to create an incomparable new country capable of competing with the great nations of the world. New Federation House is proposing a ten-episode documentary series to celebrate these outstanding personages (men and women) whose personalities propelled Canada to new heights.

The goal of the documentary series is to chronicle a significant but under-reported aspect of Canada's history and achievements. Canadians know little of their history but, according to a recent survey by the Dominion Institute, since 1977 the state of knowledge has gone downhill. As Andrew Cohen exhorts us his latest book, The Unfinished Canadian: The People We Are, we Canadians need to rediscover our past, celebrate our historical achievements and rekindle our confidence as leaders among the peoples of the modern world.

The productions will concentrate on three priorities:

The historical context (emphasizing unique and original achievements); the human dimension of the individuals (examining their challenging and triumphant moments); and the educational aspect (also intended for teachers and students, these documentaries could be used as school material, while being accessible on the Internet and DVD).

The primary objective of the documentaries is to create a captivating presentation that will entertain while educating its audience. The role of women will be closely examined. Interviews with journalists, historians, acquaintances, and actors will enhance the entertainment value, while compensating for any shortage of visual material. The latest computer generated imagery will contribute to a visually arresting production. If successful, the documentaries could lead to a second series or feature films on the more engaging characters.
